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No. 9-2/2019-20/PCA      Date: 21st June, 2023 
 
To 

The Chief Secretary of all the States, 
The Director General of Police of all the States 
 

Subject: Stopping of illegal killing/sacrifices of Cows/calves, Camels and 
other Animals on the occasion of Bakrid – regarding. 
 
Sir/Madam, 
 
 With reference to the above cited subject, it is stated that the Bakrid 
festival will be celebrated on 29th June, 2023 all over the Country. It is a fact 
that large numbers of animals are likely to be slaughtered during Bakrid festival. 
It is reported that during transportation of animals, the owner of the animals 
do not follow the animal welfare laws, which result in cruelty to the animals 
and even some of the animals die during transportation. 
 
 As you may be aware, cruelty to any animal is a punishable offence under 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960. Such violation is against the spirit 
of Article 48, 48 (a) and 51 A(g) of the Constitution of India. 
 
 Kindly note that as per Rule 3 of Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
(Slaughter House) Rules, 2001, no person shall slaughter any animal within a 
municipal area except in a slaughter house recognized or licensed by the 
concerned authority empowered under the law for the time being in force to do so. 
No animal shall be slaughtered, which is pregnant, or has an offspring less than 
3 months old, or is under 3 months of age, or which has not been certified by 
a Veterinary Doctor that it is in a fit condition to be slaughtered. Slaughter 
means the killing or destruction of any animal for the purpose of food unless 
such destruction was accompanied by the infliction of unnecessary pain or 
suffering. The said Rules include the processes of humane slaughter of animals 
and operations performed on all such animals in order to prepare it for being 
slaughtered. 
 
 The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India under the Ministry of 
Health and Family Welfare has issued a direction through LrNo.1-
988/FSSAI/Import/2014 dated 06.08.2014 that “animal” as an animal 
belonging to any of the species specified below: (i) Ovines (ii) Caprines (iii) 
Suillines (iv) Bovines and includes poultry & fish. It has also directed that the 
slaughtering of animals of any other species other than the one listed above is 
not permissible under the Food Safety and Standards Act, Rules and 
Regulations.  
 
 This effectively means that camels cannot be slaughtered for food at all. 
Also, wherever, the cow slaughter prohibition Act is in force, then slaughtering 
of cows will be the violation of the law.  
 






